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SUBJ: PRC STUDENTS TO THE US? 

1 . DURING A MAY 9 VISIT TO HEILUNGKIANG UNIVERSITY (HARBIN) AT 
THE INVITATION OF A FOREIGN EXPERT TEACHING ENGLISH 
THERE, USLO OFFICER WAS TOLD THAT MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
OFFICIALS HAVE ESTABLISHED A "QUOTA" FOR CHINESE STUDENTS 
WHO WISH TO STUDY IN THE UNITED STATES. USLO OFFICER 
WAS APPROACHED BY A THIRD YEAR ENGLISH STUDENT WHO SAID 
THAT HE HAD SAT FOR THE APRIL NATION-WIDE EXAMINATIONS 
IN PEKING FOR STUDENTS APPLYING FOR OVERSEAS STUDY. 

THE STUDENT SAID HE WAS ASKED TO LIST THREE COUNTRIES 
WHERE HE WANTED TO GO. HE CHOSE THE UNITED STATES, 

CANADA AND GREAT BRITAIN. MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
OFFICIALS TOLD THE STUDENTS THAT A "US QUOTA" HAD BEEN 
SET FOR THE 1978-79 SCHOOL YEAR. THE STUDENT SAID HE 
BELIEVES HE WILL BE GOING TO THE UNITED STATES NEXT 
YEAR IF HE PASSES THE EXAMINATION. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. COMMENT: AS WASHINGTON IS WELL AWARE, MINISTRY 
OF EDUCATION OFFICIALS AND OTHER PRC CADRE HAVE 
CONSISTENTLY STATED THAT CHINESE STUDENTS CANNOT STUDY IN 
THE UNITED STATES UNTIL THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FULL 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. NEVERTHELESS, PRC OFFICIALS ARE 
CHANGING THEIR ATTITUDE ABOUT EXCHANGES WITH THE 
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UNITED STATES (MORE SCIENTIFIC DELEGATIONS, LONGER STAYS, 

ATTENDANCE AT ACADEMIC CONFERENCES) AS PRESSURES FOR 
MODERNIZATION GROW. THE "US STUDENT QUOTA" MAY BE THE 
FIRST STEP TOWARD AN "INFORMAL" STUDENT EXCHANGE WITH 
INDIVIDUAL US UNIVERSITIES, SIMILAR TO THE "PRIVATE" 

ARRANGEMENTS THAT HAVE ALLOWED SEVERAL AMERICAN STUDENTS 
TO STUDY IN THE PRC. 

WOODCOCK 
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